
Dear Father: When the church teaches confirmandi about the gifts of the Spirit, why do they 

refer to Isaiah 11, 2?  Since Confirmation is linked to the New Testament Pentecost, why not 

teach the gifts referenced in 1 Corinthians 12?  I’ve never heard a priest or bishop talk about 

these gifts, but this letter indicates that we should all expect to receive at least one of them for 

the purpose of building the church.  When did the church stop teaching these gifts and why? 

 

Dear Reader: 

 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (1302) states: “It is evident from its celebration that the 

effect of the sacrament of Confirmation is the special outpouring the Holy Spirit as once granted 

to the Apostles at Pentecost.” Confirmation accomplishes two goals: to confer the gift of the 

Holy Spirit and to anoint and strengthen the person to be more Christ-like through the gift of the 

Holy Spirit for the evangelizing mission of the Church. 

 

In this light, we might better be able to approach your question. One reason bishops often preach 

on the passage from Isaiah is that in the prayer before the imposition of hands upon the 

confirmandi, the prayer itself addresses the first goal, making reference to the gifts mentioned in 

Isaiah: Send your Holy Spirit upon them to be their helper and guide. Give them the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of right judgment and courage, the spirit of knowledge and 

reverence. Fill them with the spirit of wonder and awe in your presence.  

 

Just before this prayer is prayed by the bishop, the people are invited to pray that the Spirit will 

strengthen those to receive the sacrament with his gifts. The object of this invitation appears to 

be, but is not limited to, the gifts mentioned in the prayer which immediately follows—a clear 

reference to Isaiah 11:1-3. 

 

Father Paul Turner argues convincingly that by quoting Isaiah, the prayer “implies that the royal 

prophecy has two additional dimensions: it foreshadows the coming of Christ, who would 

perfectly fulfill the qualities of the expected ruler, and it alludes to the activity of the Holy Spirit 

in salvation.” 

 

Many of the liturgical texts of the Church including the Pentecost Sequence (Veni Sancte 

Spiritus) and the hymn Veni Creator refer to the seven holy gifts or the Spirit being sevenfold in 

His gifts. St. Ambrose of Milan in De mysteriis 7, 42 references the spiritual seal of the Spirit 

and names the seven gifts. The CCC 1831 also enumerates the sevenfold gifts which “complete 

and perfect the virtues of those who receive them,” helping them to be more Christ-like. One can 

understand why bishops often preach about the sevenfold gifts enumerated in Isaiah. 

 

However, there is nothing that precludes a bishop from preaching about the gifts mentioned in 1 

Corinthians 12:4-13. The Official Catechetical Text in Preparation for the Jubilee Year (2000) on 

the Holy Spirit spoke of Confirmation and its connection with the Spirit: “It is the preeminent 

sacrament which confers the gifts of the Spirit, the very fullness of the Spirit himself. In 

theology, “gifts of the Spirit” has a double denotation: the first, equivalent to a “charism,” is a 

manifestation of the Spirit in a person to build the Church (cf. 1 Corinthians 12); the second is 

that of the spiritual gift, superior even to infused virtue.” 

 



A homily could make the connection between what happens in the individual and how this helps 

build up the Church through faithful witness. To the extent that homilies ought to at least refer to 

the liturgical texts, 1 Corinthians 12:4-13 is one of twelve options given in the lectionary, just for 

New Testament readings. I suspect that when a planning sheet for confirmation is sent to a parish 

and returned to the bishop, few select 1 Corinthians 12:4-13 out of the twelve options. Similarly, 

one seldom hears a homily about the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5: 16-17, 22, 24-25), another 

option. Still, the content of the homily is at the bishop’s discretion, so nothing precludes him 

from preaching about the gifts mentioned in 1 Corinthians. The Church has never stopped and 

will never stop preaching about the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
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