
Dear Father: Why do we end the Lord ’s Prayer with “deliver us from evil” rather than 
“deliver us from the Evil One” as Jesus says in the Bible (Matthew 6:13) and as 
explained in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (2850-2854)? This question has 
been very troublesome for me for some time. 
 
Dear Reader: 
 
Thank you for your question. Part of the difficulty in answering your question is that 
we are reading the biblical text in translation from the Greek (ἀπὸ τοῦ πονηροῦ). 
Some contend that this means from “the evil” as Greek tends to use a definite article. 
A few interpret this to mean evil in an abstract, impersonal sense or a type of 
“sorrow” but most would say that the “Evil One” is a better translation. However, I 
am not sure that it needs to be an “either/or”. 
 
In reference to your question, there are relevant passages in the Catechism. CCC 
2851 says that “evil is not an abstraction, but refers to a person, Satan, the Evil One, 
the angel who opposes God.” CCC 2853 says that “the petition in the Lord’s Prayer 
asks for protection from the Evil One, whom Jesus has defeated by His Cross.” Still, 
the Evil One wages war upon humanity; therefore, we pray “Come, Lord Jesus,” since 
his coming will deliver us from the Evil One. 
 
The next paragraph in the Catechism (2854) is the key to answer your question. We 
do not need to take a restrictive interpretation of the biblical text. That paragraph 
reads: “When we ask to be delivered from the Evil One, we pray as well to be freed 
from all evils, present, past, and future of which he is the author and instigator. In 
this final petition, the Church brings to the Father all the distress of the world.”  
 
In the English–speaking world until the time of Henry VIII, the Lord’s Prayer was 
prayed by the faithful in Latin with the closing phrase sed libera nos a malo.  Here 
the “malo”(or evil)  can be specific or general because of the lack of the definite 
article in Latin. It could have been translated “deliver us from the evil one”, or 
“deliver us from evil.”  Scripture and Tradition idenitify Satan, “the Father of lies and 
the Prince of darkness”, as the root cause of evil in the world. Humankind 
exacerbates that evil through its own disobedience and sinfulness. In asking for the 
deliverance from evil, the phrase can mean both Satan and the sinfulness of 
humanity, i.e. of the world. They are inextricably intertwined and in no way 
mutually exclusive. In a sense, human sinfulness is a cooperation with the powers of 
darkness. 
 
This is very graphically portrayed in the story of Jesus’ temptations in the desert. 
Satan tempted the man Jesus to self-indulgence, greed and power – all human 
weaknesses. In refusing to capitulate to Satan’s wiles, Jesus defeated the evil one 
and overcame human weakness. Left to ourselves, we might have very different 
results. Thus we pray for deliverance from both Satan and from our own 
weaknesses when we pray the prayer Jesus taught us. 
 



Perhaps in our modern times, it has become unfashionable to believe in a personal 
evil such as the devil. The idea is treated as something “medieval” or “superstitious” 
that only “ignorant” people believe. The tragic rise in Satanism and its gruesome 
practices gives the lie to that deception. The knowledge of the presence of the Evil 
One is hardly a medieval relic. When one reads the Gospels and hears of Jesus’ 
temptation, healing miracles, and exorcisms, it is difficult to deny the existence of 
Satan. I remember watching the movie The Usual Suspects. Kevin Spacey’s character 
says, “The greatest trick the devil ever pulled was convincing the world he doesn’t 
exist.” The Church won’t be duped! We continue to pray, “sed libera nos a malo”. 
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