
We are having a family debate. We would like to know if we should have blind faith, since 

we are Catholic Christians and, believe with no doubt we are going to heaven upon death 

or, should one pray and hope we go to heaven upon death?  Some of us believe that with 

faith in God we will go to heaven no matter what, and some of us are not sure because we 

are all sinners.  How should we feel as Catholics about going to heaven? 

 

Dear Reader, Thank you for your question. Last month a reader asked about judgment at 

our death and the Last Judgment. We all must answer for our actions- good or evil – in 

the particular judgment that awaits the soul at death. At the end of time, there will be a 

universal judgment, which is more like a declaration.  We certainly need to have faith in 

God and to trust in God’s Mercy, taking confidence in the merits of the Passion of Jesus 

and His intercession and that of the communion of saints. However, while God is 

merciful, He is also just. 

 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church provides insight (1030): “All who die in God’s 

grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal 

salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness 

necessary to enter the joy of heaven.” 

 

From this statement, we might infer that some are perfectly purified. For example, when 

someone is baptized on his or her deathbed or when one receives absolution and the 

apostolic pardon on one’s deathbed, one might reasonably hope that such a person is 

purified. On the other hand, most of us, even though we strive to be good Catholic 

Christians are not perfectly purified. We are sinners. We might confess our sins and have 

the eternal punishment due to sin remitted; some temporal punishment for our sins – for 

our lesser faults- might remain.  While we may find a favorable judgment with respect to 

salvation, some purification of the soul may still be necessary. 

 

Furthermore, the Catechism continues (1033): “We cannot be united with God unless we 

freely choose to love him. But we cannot love God if we sin gravely against him, against 

our neighbor, or against ourselves…Our Lord warns us that we shall be separated from 

him if we fail to meet the serious needs of the poor and the little ones who are his 

brethren To die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting God’s merciful love means 

remaining separated from him forever by our own free choice. This definitive state of 

self-exclusion from communion with God and the blessed is called “hell”.”   

 

To suggest that sin has no consequences or that we need not love God, self, or neighbor 

but merely to have faith in God is erroneous. It would also eliminate belief in purgatory 

and hell. Many of us have been to funerals during which the deceased is eulogized and 

canonized at the funeral liturgy, but usually the deceased needs our prayers. The prayers 

of the liturgy illustrate this. Consider the following prayer from the Roman Missal- from 

a Mass for several deceased persons: “O God, Creator and Redeemer of all the faithful, 

grant to your departed servants the remission of all their sins, so that through our devout 

supplications they may obtain that pardon which they always desired….”  

 

This prayer asks for the remission of sins and for pardon for the deceased person. If 



someone were already in heaven, would this prayer benefit the particular person? At each 

Mass we pray for the living and deceased. People often have Masses offered for the souls 

of their loved ones. The Church encourages almsgiving, prayers, and works of penance 

for the souls of the dead.  

 

As Catholics, heaven is our goal- not purgatory and certainly not Hell. We should strive 

for heaven- through a life of virtue, prayer, and obedience to God’s commandments, 

especially the commandment to love. Communion with God is our Ultimate End. We 

should be satisfied with nothing less than heaven. Saint Paul encourages running so as to 

win the race. Jesus Himself encourages us to enter through the narrow gate. While we can 

have great confidence and hope in God’s Mercy, we should not neglect justice or be 

presumptuous about our salvation. 
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