
Holy Family 2013 

Sirach 3:2-6; Col 3:12-21; 

Matthew 2:13-23 

 

What has been your favorite gift so 

far this Christmas season? 

Many of us would probably not 

mention things at all. We would 

think of family and friends getting 

together.  

 

That makes the feast of holy 

family well placed for the middle 

of the holidays. I always thought it 

was perfect timing…coming just 

when family is so very much on 

our minds. 

 

This year the gospel comes from 

Matthew…a gospel by tradition 

attributed to a tax collector who 

discovered that the kingdom of 

heaven is beyond any earthly 

value. Only Matthew tells us the 

kingdom of heaven is like the 

finding of a fine pearl or a great 

treasure. 

 

Putting value on the right things 

may not be an easy lesson to learn. 

Jesus is the King of the Jews but 

when he comes he enters a world 

that resists his rule. 

 

There are always choices to make 

in this gospel. Which kingdom do 

we choose? Which road do we 

take? 

 

The gospel for this Sunday begins 

with the magi on the road. 

Remember them. They came to 

worship the new born king of the 

Jews. They actually thought King 

Herod might know where this 

child was. They were wrong and 

Herod seeks to take his life. So the 

Magi went home “by another 

way.” It seems it’s always another 

way that takes us to God. The way 

of the world does not always have 

our best interests at heart. 

 

So Joseph must be warned in a 

dream to flee to Egypt. 

The scene has inspired so many 

artists. And miracles are associated 

with the places where they 

stopped. St. Dismas for example, 

the good thief is said to have lived 

in the desert robbing people 

traveling but he prevented his 

fellow robbers from taking 

advantage of Mary and Joseph 

during their flight to Egypt.  

 

Other traditions have beasts paying 

homage to the infant Jesus or palm 

trees bowing before him as he 

passes. 

 

Getting back to the gospel account, 

Joseph keeps the family in Egypt 

until an angel announces that 

people like Herod have died.  

 

Nice contrast between the eternal 

king and a king limited by time. 



Matthew also reminds us that 

God’s plan of salvation is at work 

here. He reminds us of a text from 

the prophet Hosea “out of Egypt I 

called my son”. 

 

Jesus walks the same path the 

people of Israel did. But he does so 

without all the missteps the people 

of Israel made along the way.   

 

Everyone knows what happened 

while they were in Egypt – the 

slaughter of the innocents. 

 

The Coventry Carol with its 

somber melody had its origin in a 

renaissance play about the life of 

Jesus. The mothers sing this tune 

to lull their babies to sleep so their 

cries will not alert Herod’s 

soldiers.  

 

There is still danger when Joseph 

returns with his family. Fearing 

Herod’s son who succeeded him 

and angel directs him to Nazareth. 

God’s plan still at work. 

 

We admire Joseph because he is 

astute enough to listen to God. 

 

Joseph works to keep his family 

safe.  His concern to protect the 

family can be found in every 

household:  exhausted parents  

getting up to care for a sleepless or 

a sick child. Do we even ask why? 

 

I remember a painting depicting 

the shop of Joseph. Jesus has just 

hurt his hand on a nail. Joseph is 

rounding the table to get to him. 

Of course, it foreshadows the 

crucifixion. But for now Joseph is 

there to care. 

 

On this feast of the Holy Family 

let’s try to keep in our own 

families the holy atmosphere of the 

Lord’s family.  

 

We don’t need reminding to 

protect physical health, but we 

should be just as attentive to 

spiritual health.  

 

In the second reading, Paul asks us 

to sing psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs with gratitude in 

our hearts to God.  Not a bad start! 

 

 

 

 


