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It is central to the mission of the St. James Project (SJP) to encourage Catholic faith enterprises in 

fulfilling their roles in the New Evangelization. Creating a truly effective Catholic library in your parish is 

one instance of that. The SJP is here to offer parishes up to $1000 in matching grant money, significant 

discounts from Catholic distributers on DVDs, CDs, and books, and step-by-step (adaptable) instructions 

for leading the cause in your parish. We’re here to help at no cost to you. 

Why the Parish library? 

The parish library has an integral role to play in the New Evangelization. At pivotal moments in virtually 

anyone’s conversion to Jesus and the Church, s/he will “take up and read” (St. Augustine) or watch a 

movie, and/or listen to an audio recording which will be truly inspiring and informative in the Catholic 

faith. The more one knows, the more one loves, and the more one loves, the more one wants to know.  

But to be a truly effective parish library, it cannot be laden with outdated, questionable material, 

disorganized, unstaffed or closed, or in a location removed from the ordinary traffic of parishioners in 

need. The following are a few suggestions to help you begin the process of establishing and running a 

truly effective Catholic library in your parish. 

Contact the St. James Project  

You will need money and the experience that comes from starting and running an effective parish 

library. We can help you with both, free of charge and no strings attached. Of course, no parish library 

becomes established and runs smoothly without the approval of the pastor (or parochial administrator). 

Please be sure to be well-prepared, patient, and prayerful in approaching him about your ideas. The 

final decision is his to make. 

The Product 

We have found that DVDs and CDs are by far the most desirable items for parishioners. Children’s books 

are also in high demand. Although we recommend that every library have a significant amount of 

faithful and relevant Catholic books, you should be aware of what will speak to your patrons and order 

accordingly. 

In partnership with Ignatius Press, St. Joseph Communications, and MyConsecration.org, Emmaus Road 

Publishing, and Word on Fire Catholic Ministries, the SJP can offer significant discounts on the most 

relevant and faithful Catholic material available. We highly encourage you to take advantage of these 

offers, as it will be necessary to indicate what items your parish will be purchasing through the matching 

funds ($1000) of the SJP to ensure relevance and orthodoxy. In fact, we can help facilitate this 

transaction for you (see step-by-step instructions for details). 

 



Housing the library: location, location, location 

The library should be housed in a highly visible and attractive way. Book shelves which are neatly 

organized will do in most cases. If there is a danger of stolen items, we recommend shelving units with 

glass doors (so that the items are visible) under lock and key or a combination lock. See an example 

here:  

 

Perhaps the most important step in creating an effective parish library is where it is housed. Note the 

proximity of the library to the parish hall entrance in the picture above. If the parish meets weekly for 

coffee hour, the most effective place may be there. If the parish meets in the hall less frequently, the 

most effective place will likely be the central church entrance/exit , as close to the doors as possible. We 

want parishioners to see the library weekly. Housing the library in an adjacent room which is not 

frequented, rectory, or another building is not an option for effectiveness; parishes that do this are not 

eligible for SJP funding and discounts. 

Facilitators 

Setting up an attractive library with great Catholic materials in a highly accessible location is still only 

half of the equation. There must be someone there to check-out items. In truth, parishioners will need 

to be encouraged to take advantage of the library, as some will assume they have to pay or make an 

indefinite commitment to the parish (as much we want that, membership only should be required). In 

other words, this is really a work of the New Evangelization. The one procuring the items for the library 

in the first place (you?) will need to work together with the pastor to devise a plan to attract facilitators. 

The time commitment for the facilitator job is quite minimal. Usually it requires staying after Mass 

and/or being present at coffee hour for 30 minutes on Sunday, which is something he or she may want 

to do anyway. Perhaps you yourself can fulfill this role, at least for one Mass time-slot. 

 



Please also see our 15 Step-by-Step Instructions for Building an Effective Parish Library. Thank 

you for your work in the New Evangelization. 

 


